CHAPTER III
1909
The discovery of oil at Masjid-i-Sulaiman: Visit of
Sir William Willcocks: I become Acting Consul
at Mohammerah
JL SPENT January at Ahwaz, as Assistant to Capt. Lorimer,
the British Vice-Consul, who had been on tour for six
months and was much in arrears with his accounts and
other work. He, too, had collected a great mass of data
for a Report on Pusht-i-Kuh and handed some of it
over to me to set out in convenient form. He was a very
good chief, widely read, a good soldier (formerly in The
Guides), with an I.C.S. brother in the Political Depart-
ment, who later became Resident at Bushire. We criti-
cized and corrected each other's reports and maps, corre-
lating our observations where they overlapped, pruning
our adjectives, and modulating rather than moderating
our respective personal opinions upon individual chiefs.
We both devoted much thought to the future develop-
ment of the oilfields and exchanged views officially and
privately with Major (later Sir Percy) Cox at Bushire,
From information placed at our disposal by the Com-
pany's officials it seemed probable that the field would
become a large producer. A pipe-line ending at a refinery
on the coast or on the Shatt-al-Arab would be essential:
we were confident that we could negotiate the necessary
agreements with the Bakhtiari chiefs and the Shaikh of
Mohammerah. There seemed little doubt, to our minds,
that the requisite capital would be available. But would
the highly organized oil interests of America, Holland,
and Russia tolerate the development of a rival oilfield
of such magnitude? Would they not seek to acquire
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